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Milkwood Trees and other Protected/Endangered Plant Species

Sideroxylon inerme (White Milkwood) are protected trees and may only be removed, cut or
controlled in accordance to the determination of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries. In urban areas Milkwoods may be trimmed by a maximum of 25% without obtaining a
permit. Topping of tree crowns and of trees growing in a natural forest ecosystem is excluded
from this exemption. Destruction of protected trees or natural forest or any other
protected/endangered plant species without a permit obtained from the Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and/or Cape Nature, is a criminal offence.
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Categories

The methods or techniques used for clearing properties are defined n the following categories:

Prtely Owmed Land Within and Sorderingthe Uran Edge.
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So why the Milkwood?

The smelly flowers provide a food source large population of various types of fies
and other bugs as well as speckled mousebirds.

The fiuits provide food for birds, bats, monkeys and bush pigs.
The bark and roots have a number of medicinal uses.

The majority of milkwoods grow all along the beaches of the east coast of South
Africa on poor dune soil, stabilising the dunes, preventing erosion and enriching
the soils.

Added to all of this is the fact that the Milkwood makes an excellent, natural fire:
break and they have been known to stop a fire dead inits tracks. This is of special
use in the dune area where a rampant fire would cause a disastrous ituation that
would take years and years to recover.

Milkwoods can grow to be many hundreds of years old. Many of these very old
trees were cut down in earlier times as the wood is very hard and was used for
building bridges, boats and mills

Alltold, the Milkwood plays a vital role as a member and protector of Dune and
coastal forest biomes.

And that is why itis a protected tree.




